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their markets, and shrewd politicians love to defer to the 
demands of trade. 

But underlying these superficial demonstrations by the 
people and the Government, there has been a genuine 
desire to promote the highest interest of ihis continent 
in the way of friendly intercourse and perpetual peace. 
So far, this body has appointed good committees, one on 
arbitration, — eaten good dinners, smoked our tariff-bur- 
dened cigars, drunk our highly taxed foreign wines, 
looked at our territory, our manufactories and our political 
institutions, and done nothing else so far as the public are 
informed. It was convoked, after years of discussion, 
partly at least, in consequence of petitions for it, to 
which the peace societies secured thousands of signatures. 
Andrew Carnegie is a member from the United States. 
The people will be sorely disappointed both in him and in 
the Conference if there be no pronounced action on the 
subject of a permanent system of international arbitra- 
tion. If the committee on the subject have a "hearing," 
there will be an effort made to secure the strongest pres- 
entation of the case possible. 

Religious people are, in this connection, indignant at 
the countenancing by our Government of Sunday travel, 
and Sunday shows such as the theatres exhibit. They 
demand that foreigners accustomed to tobacco and spirits 
and no Sabbath and little religion, should at least have 
an opportunity to see the working of the moral and 
religious institutions of the country. While we may not 
force our own tastes or morals upon our guests, we demand 
that the members of our Government elected by the votes 
of the moral and religious classes, and who personally 
profess godliness, should not abdicate all observance of 
religious duty out of deference to visitors. 

In view of our proposed Exposition of 1892 (Colum- 
bian), the above remarks have added significance. If 
the American Sabbath, for instance, is to be sacrificed to 
Continental Europe, whether resident in America or 
merely visiting this country, there are many of us who 
would vote "no Exposition." This question will not 
"down," and our politicians will hear more of it. It is 
not American wealth, manufactures, agriculture, ingenuity, 
industry and literature alone that should be exhibited, but 
American Christianity. A country "with one religion," 
and the least possible of that, may properly exhibit nothing 
but what she possesses. The "many religions" which we 
are accused of having, are at least Christian to some ex- 
tent and ought to be a part of the exhibition of our 
greatness, which derives its chief value from Protestant 
and Puritan ideas. 

We want the first Peace Congress ever held on the 
Western Hemisphere in 1892. But we are willing to 
postpone or forego that Congress, rather than to sacrifice 
our self-respect and deny the Prince of Peace. 

The President of the United States was a Presbyterian 
Elder and Bible Class teacher. The Secretary of State 
("Premier") is a member of a Congregational Church in 
good standing. Our new Chief Justice is a prominent 
and active Episcopalian. Our rulers ought to be as pro- 
nounced in their Christianity, at least, as the Englishmen 
Gladstone or John Bright. 

We rejoice to hear that special effort will be made to 
secure a good Parliamentary Peace Congress in London 
next year. How about the general Peace Congress to 
meet at nearly the same time? 

The time is near when Governments should invite and 
pay the expenses of such Congresses as they do those of 
the Marine and Anti-Slavery Conferences. Americus. 



EUROPEAN ARMAMENTS. 

PARIS LETTER. 

Dear Sir — It is rather discouraging to the friends of 
peace that the increase of European armaments should be 
not only in a continuous degree but in exact propor- 
tion, as for instance, in the case of Switzerland, whose 
war estimates have gone up with a tremendous leap — re- 
luctantly, we may be sure, and against the very grain of 
its rulers. 

Then as regards Germany, whilst the Emperor William 
proclaims himself the great champion of peace, the Par- 
liament of Berlin is shortly to be solicited for an addi- 
tional vote of credit to stili further strengthen the army. 
I find from an Italian military review that that army as 
it stands to-day is as follows : 

Active Army, 3 classes 495,000 men. 

Reserves, 4 classes 678,000 " 

Landwehr of the 1st ban 685,000 " 

Complementary reserve, 7 classes for the 

standing army and 5 classes for the 

Landwehr of the 2d ban classes 815,000 " 

Landsturm of the 1st ban (men from 17 

to 39 years of age) 3,072,000 " 

Landsturm of the 2d ban (40 to 45 years) 1,225,000 " 

Total 6,970,000 men. 

Since the military septennate was voted, Germany has 
thus been in a position to place seven million two hundred 
men in the field, and this figure it seems is not enough to 
guard the peace. Little wonder that the indefinite mul- 
tiplication of such crushing burdens should be daily 
strengthening the action of the Socialists, which threatens 
to undermine the military fabric built up for the glory of 
the Hohenzollern dynasty. 

As the leader of the Socialist party, Herr Lieblknecht, 
recently said in the Reichstag. 

"A party like yours formerly relied upon Frederick the 
Great's invincible army ; but Prussia was beaten at 
Jena. The situation is the same at this hour. You are 
relying upon your invincible army and you fancy that you 
can disown the spirit of the age. Do what you will the 
catastrophe will come, and you will be overwhelmed with 
a Jena more formidable than the first." 

Yours very truly, h. w. b. 



The following extract from a letter from a woman, 
a member of the Society of Friends, voices a general feel- 
ing : 

Respected Friend — I have not failed to notice the pro- 
gress of the arbitration movement. It does my very soul 
good, and may the day be hastened when all of every nation 
may be able to see the true nature of war, that it is in open 
violation to God's commands, a relic of heathenism and 
barbarism, and that Arbitration is a much wiser, nobler 
and less expensive in a great many ways. 

I want to encourage thee to do all that thou canst. It 
don't seem that I can do much. r. e. n. 

West Branch, la. 



In France there is a penalty of 20,000 francs for pub- 
lishing the revolting details in a divorce case. In New 
York they are the Sunday literature of the masses. That 
is a sentence for the man who takes a Sunday newspaper 
and some others into his family to ponder. 



